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The voucher plague has spread nationwide from the failed Cleveland pilot project in the 1990’s 

Governor George Voinovich, in the early 1990’s, (with the help of Akron Industrialist David Brennen, 

President George H.W. Bush, and Ohio church bishops), initiated the innocuous Cleveland voucher pilot 

project that has now been spread throughout America. This education Frankenstein, unless stopped, will, 

with the support of those in fellowship with this voucher Frankenstein, destroy the public common school 

system. 

Alabama, like other states, is going whole hog for the voucher monster. Voucher zealots argue that 

parental motivation for vouchers is proof of interest in privatization. Like the Ohio experience, vouchers 

are going to folks whose kids are already enrolled in private schools. 

Most of the families applying for Alabama’s new school vouchers have kids in non-public schools 

By KIM CHANDLER 

Updated 9:03 PM EDT, April 8, 2025 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) — More than half of families who applied for Alabama’s new school voucher 

program have children attending a private school or are home schooling, numbers that buoy school 

choice advocates who say the flood of applications proves the approach is what parents want 

Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey’s office released application figures Tuesday for the CHOOSE Act, the new 

program which will help eligible families tap state dollars to help pay for private school or home-schooling 

costs. Families submitted 22,167 applications for a total of 36,873 students. 

Ivey said the robust number of applications are a sign that, “clearly, taxpaying Alabama families want 

school choice.” 

“The CHOOSE Act, Alabama’s education savings account program, will allow more taxpaying Alabama 

families the opportunity to choose a school that meets their child’s individual needs. We are highly 

encouraged by the strong response in year one of the program,” Ivey said in a statement about the 

application numbers. 

The substantial number of applications raises the possibility that the state will exhaust the available $100 

million in funding for the first year of the program, and that lawmakers will look to put additional money 

into the program. 

The numbers showed that more than half of the applications come for students who are already attending 

a private school or being home-schooled. Of those 36,873 students, 10,287 students are from public 

schools, 15,436 students are from private schools and 9,070 are homeschooled. 

Alabama is among the states that are using vouchers, tax credits or scholarships to parents to help 

families pay for private school or education costs outside of the public school setting. 

Alabama’s CHOOSE Act, or Creating Hope and Opportunity for Our Students’ Education Act of 2024, will 

provide eligible families with as much as $7,000 in state money through education savings accounts for 

private school tuition or costs at a participating school. Parents could also get up to $2,000 for home 

school expenses. 

The first 500 slots are reserved for families of students with disabilities. Eligibility is initially limited to 

families earning up to 300% of the federal poverty level, which is about $77,460 for a family of three. The 

income cap will go away in 2027, but lower-income families and families with students with disabilities 

would have priority for funds. 

https://classwallet.com/alchoose/
https://classwallet.com/alchoose/
https://apnews.com/article/school-vouchers-scholarships-budget-cost-enrollment-20a819f087af0cb1ed5a60ec24cc8216
https://arc-sos.state.al.us/ucp/L1489279.AI1.pdf
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Alabama lawmakers allocated $100 million for the first year of the program. Gina Maiola, a spokeswoman 

for Ivey, said the state will provide as many awards “as possible” out of the available funding. 

Families will be notified beginning May 1 if they will receive an award. 

“This far exceeded what we anticipated in year one as far as the number of applications. Question is how 

many of those are eligible. How many are under the 300% income cap?” Sen. Arthur Orr, the chairman of 

the Senate education budget-writing committee, said. 

Orr, R-Decatur, said he is looking at the possibility of a conditional or supplemental appropriation if the 

$100 million isn’t enough to cover the eligible applicants. 

White families accounted for 58.6% of applications while non-white families accounted for 41.4% of 

applications. Alabama’s population is about 64.1% white. 

Supporters say the programs let parents choose how best to educate their children. Critics say it drains 

money from public schools to help families who may have already decided to enroll their children in a 

private school. 

“I’m concerned about the fact that we have about 150 failing schools and those schools need additional 

revenue,” Sen. Rodger Smitherman, D-Birmingham, said referencing the designation for schools with low 

test scores. 

“As this grows, it’s going to take money from public education,” Smitherman added. 

https://apnews.com/article/alabama-voucher-school-choice-choose-act-ivey-

23e83856e360bd4ba6a5a3f8bec3e044?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=share 

 


