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The ECOT scandal has dimmed over the years due to the passage of time. The state has not yet 

collected a dime from the ECOT MAN Bill Lager for the fraud on the public he inflicted, but why? 

It was mid-January 2018 that ECOT, as a result of Bill Lager’s fraud on the public, closed.  Nearly six 

years later, the state has not collected a dime from Lager, even though litigation against Lager is pending. 

A September 2, 2018, article in the Columbus Dispatch identified four state office holders that shared in 

the responsibility for allowing Lager’s fraud to happen.  All four of those politicians still hold state offices.  

Lager’s generous campaign contributions seem to allow him to live by the rules he, himself, made for the 

operation of ECOT. One example of this is that in the first year of operation, Lager was overpaid for 

students not served and the state required him to pay it back; however, for the next 15 or so years, Lager 

was allowed to submit ECOT enrollment without any state oversight of the enrollment submitted.  Very 

strange; cheat, get caught and then be allowed to cheat for nearly 15 more years.  

With the cast of political characters involved with ECOT in the past still being in statewide offices, it is not 

surprising that Lager’s trove of stolen tax money is still in his hands.  

Race on to preserve ECOT evidence 

Attorney general candidates talk ECOT 

Democrats say ECOT allegations should already be under criminal investigation 

Most - but not all - Ohio politicians rush to give up ECOT contribution 

Rep. Brenner claim about ECOT donations draws fire 

https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/politics/elections/state/2018/09/02/4-candidates-tied-to-ecot/10863913007/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/politics/state/2018/05/03/race-on-to-preserve-ecot/12311240007/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/politics/elections/state/2018/09/04/attorney-general-candidates-talk-ecot/10841580007/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/politics/state/2018/04/24/democrats-say-ecot-allegations-should/12476234007/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/politics/state/2018/05/11/most-but-not-all-ohio/12249647007/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/columns/the-daily-briefing/2018/05/21/rep-brenner-claim-about-ecot/12167024007/

