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Accountability for public funds absent in Ohio voucher schools—by William L. Phillis 

The column below appeared in the print version of the Columbus Dispatch on December 14. 

The constituents in each of the Ohio House of Representatives and  Senate districts should hold their 

respective House and Senate legislators accountable for appropriating funds for which accountability and 

transparency is totally lacking.  

Accountability for public funds absent in Ohio voucher schools 

Your Turn 

William L. Phillis Guest Columnist 

The Sept. 25 Columbus Dispatch provided space for a long guest column from Troy McIntosh to proffer 

his defense of tax-funded private schools being exempt from public transparency and accountability. He 

alluded to my recent guest column in the Columbus Dispatch. He refers to me three times but does not 

once quote anything I actually wrote in the recent column. It appears that McIntosh merely referred to my 

column as a hook to promote his contention that private schools are accountable and transparent even 

though they operate out of public view and are not answerable to the public. 

McIntosh and fellow travelers on the golden brick EdChoice voucher tax-funded road resist any and all 

state requirements that would make private schools accountable and transparent to those that pay the 

taxes which support their operation. 

My Sept. 5 guest column merely declared that nonprofit organizations, including private schools that 

receive public funds, should be transparent and accountable for the public funds they spend. Many 

private schools receive more than 80% of their budget from taxpayers in terms of vouchers, Nonpublic 

Administrative Cost Reimbursement, and Auxiliary Services, as well as student transportation. Private 

schools received over $1.2 billion tax dollars in fiscal year 2025 from vouchers, direct service payments 

and student transportation with no transparency or accountability to the public. 

Mr. McIntosh writes, “If the state is going to compel schooling, then it must offer families the freedom to 

take their funding to the school of their choice rather than violate their conscience.” The state has always 

permitted parents to educate their children in private schools as long as they use “their personal funds” to 

pay for it. It is absurd for individuals to claim that the taxes collected by the state still belong to 

themselves. 

“Their funding” must come from their personal bank account, not tax funds collected by the state. Tax-

funded vouchers take money I pay in taxes to fund someone else’s religious views to which I may not 

subscribe. 

Mr. McIntosh states in his column: “School choice provides the highest level of accountability to Ohio 

citizens.” 

How so, Mr. McIntosh? Are private school board members elected by the public? Do private schools 

issue state report cards to the public? Are the salaries of private school personnel published in the 

newspaper? Does the Auditor of State audit private school finances? Are private schools subject to the 

state’s Sunshine Laws? Are private schools required to enroll all students that apply? Do private school 

students enjoy due process of law with regard to suspensions, expulsion and discipline? Are private 

schools subject to state and federal laws regarding the rights of children with disabilities? The list could 

go on. 

“Education freedom programs like EdChoice are what will ultimately deliver the accountability we all 

desire,” says Mr. McIntosh. Not so, Mr. McIntosh. “Education freedom” programs, without private school 
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accountability for the tax funds spent, will lead to fraud and corruption, such as is documented in 

Arizona. Currently in Ohio there is absolutely no accountability for tax funds spent on private schools. All 

parents can opt for education freedom programs, but it should be at their own expense. The state has no 

constitutional obligation or right to fund the private education choice of anyone. 

Mr. McIntosh’s view of accountability for the use of tax dollars in private schools is that students can drop 

out of a private school if dissatisfied. The level of satisfaction of students enrolled in private school is 

completely unrelated to the matter of accountability in the use of tax funds in private ventures. 

The Ohio Constitution provides that the General Assembly “shall make such provisions, by taxation…as 

will secure a thorough and efficient system of common schools throughout the state; but that no religious 

sect or other sect shall ever have any exclusive right to, or control of, any part of the school funds of the 

state.” (Article VI, section 2). 

Every student has the right to participate in the common school system. Not one dime of the school funds 

is authorized by the constitution to be used by or controlled by a religious or other sect. Period! 

Voucher advocates typically ignore the Ohio constitutional provision for education. 

They appeal to the unfounded tax-supported “right” of students to a private education. 

All students have the right to a tax-supported education within the constitutionally- required public 

common school system. All students also have the right to a private education at private expense. 

Tax-funded education in Ohio must be confined to public domain – not in the private sector. 

William L. Phillis is executive director of the Ohio Coalition for Equity and Adequacy of School Funding. 

 


