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Steve Dyer’s November 21, 10th Period—State Spending on Public School Students Lowest Since 

1997 

Former legislator, attorney Steve Dyer is a “numbers” guy. He was the architect of the Evidence-Based 

School Funding Model set forth in the great recession (2007-2009) during the Strickland administration.  

His November 21, 10th Period reveals that the state’s spending on public school students is the lowest in 

constant dollars since 1997. In March 1997, the Ohio Supreme Court ruled Ohio’s school funding system 

unconstitutional. Some state officials bloviate about appropriating the “highest amount of funds for K-12 

education in history.” Possibly these officials are unaware of the fact of inflation. They may also not be 

aware that the Constitution requires a thorough and efficient system of common schools.  

Adjusted for inflation, state spending on K-12 education is less than when the court declared the system 

unconstitutional.  The Governor and legislature had the opportunity to put in place a constitutional plan for 

school funding in June 2025, but put a priority on tax cuts, private school vouchers, and charter schools 

instead.  

Ohioans must start holding their political representatives accountable in spite of gerrymandered House 

and Senate districts.  

State Spending on Public School Students Lowest since 1997 

That's when voucher program started, in case you're curious. 

Stephen Dyer 

Nov 21, 2025 

After I dealt with the Buckeye “Institute” argument claiming that Ohio’s spending more on K-12 education 

than ever so school districts should quit whining about their funding, I thought I should expand my look at 

inflation-adjusted K-12 education spending beyond Buckeye’s arbitrary starting point of 2010. 

I wanted to answer this simple question: What year since 1975 has the state spent the closest to last 

year’s amount on its public school children, adjusted for inflation? 

Would it surprise you to learn that last year’s amount is the lowest spending amount since 1997 — the 

year the state started using taxpayer dollars to subsidize private school tuition? 

[View graph online] 

Would it also shock you to learn that the amount spent on K-12 public school students has dropped a 

whopping 16% since Ohio broke open the unconstitutional EdChoice voucher program to make it 

universal in 2019? 

Yeah. Didn’t think so. 

What the data show clearly is that almost every additional dollar going to the state’s K-12 funding since 

the state started the voucher program in 1997 has gone to fund kids who don’t attend the state’s public 

schools1. 

The money has instead funded notoriously poor performing, privately run charter schools or 

unconstitutionally subsidize private school tuitions of students who, in the overwhelming number of cases, 

never stepped foot in the public schools. 

This is one of the reasons why Ohio’s EdChoice program has been ruled unconstitutional — because it 

has meant that the state has essentially flat funded public school students over the last 28 years while 
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providing billions of dollars to subsidize private school tuitions — not a penny of which has ever been 

publicly audited. 

What year did public school students receive the most state aid, adjusted for inflation? 

The 2003-2004 school year — the school year immediately after the fourth and final Ohio Supreme 

Court ruling that found Ohio relied too much on local property taxes to pay for schools. 

How much more did the state send to public school students than last year? 

Try $3.2 billion. 

In fact, every school year between the 2001-2002 and 2007-2008 school years saw more money going to 

public schools than the so-called “record” amount sent to all schools (public, charter and private schools) 

last year. 

Again, this is adjusted for inflation. 

One more interesting tidbit: The 2009 budget (for the 2009-2010 and 2010-2011 school years) provided 

more state aid to public school students than any biennial budget since the expansion of the 

unconstitutional EdChoice program in 2019. 

That’s right. 

Adjusted for inflation, the state provided more state funding to students in public schools during the height 

of the Great Recession (when the state saw a $3.1 billion drop in revenue) than it has in any budget since 

2019. 

While I’m proud of the commitment we made to public school students in that incredibly challenging 2009 

K-12 budget that I shepherded through the Ohio House, I’m dismayed that state officials have failed so 

miserably to build upon that success. 

It’s shameful. 

And it’s also why we’ve dropped from the nation’s 5th best education system in 2010 to 20th in EdWeek’s 

final Quality Counts report in 2021. 

As I’ve said many times before, Ohio’s legislators and governors have so overvalued poor-performing 

Charter Schools and unconstitutional, publicly funded private school tuition subsidies that communities 

are left to unfairly shoulder the burden of funding our state’s 1.6 million public school students. 

And that is why Ohioans are paying $5.1 billion more in property taxes than they did in 2010. Which is 

about 43% more than a simple inflationary increase, in case you were wondering. 

1 

I get that adjusted for inflation, the state is spending $108 million more today than in 1997. But on an 

annual basis, that’s $3.85 million a year, or roughly $2.41 per Ohio public education student. So. Yeah. 

Flat funding. 
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