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North Carolina legislature expands vouchers and ignores public common schools just as the Ohio
legislature—A NC citizens group is fighting the movement.

State legislatures across the nation are ignoring their respective state constitutions by funding
privatization schooling at the expense of their public common schools.

The Ohio voucher debacle and the one in NC have a lot in common. Fortunately, citizens in both states
are beginning to fight back. The attached bulletin from Public Schools First NC provides some insight as
to how the NC organization is combating vouchers and the NC legislature’s neglect of the public school
system. A particularly interesting section of the bulletin is a discussion of Pillar 8:

Making NC's Schools the Best in the Nation - Pillar 8

Pillar 8 of Achieving Educational Excellence: 2025-30 Strategic Plan for North Carolina Public
Schools is Galvanize Champions to Fully Invest in and Support Public Education.

North Carolina’s journey toward educational excellence requires more than vision and strategy —
it demands the engagement, advocacy and investment of champions across our state who
recognize public education as the cornerstone of our shared prosperity and collective future. This
pillar builds upon efforts to transform the narrative around public schools by converting positive
perception into concrete action by aligning partners behind a unified commitment to educational
excellence. We envision a powerful network of non-education partners who bring fresh
perspectives, resources and influence to advocacy efforts.

Pillar 8 includes two measures of success.

Increase state and local investments in public schools so that per pupil funding increases by 10%
(over 2023 levels) by 2030.

Increase the percentage of school-aged children enrolled in public schools to 89% by 2030.

To achieve these goals, the plan identities actions grouped into three focus areas. Each focus
area includes multiple actions and target completion dates. One example action is shown for
each focus area:

Build community voices: Encourage and support aligned initiatives and outreach via social media,
media and events. (September 2026)

Promote engagement initiatives: Develop and launch a statewide reading campaign where
students will collectively read 10 million books annually, in collaboration with state and local
partners. (January 2026)

Move champions to action: Engage local and state policymakers to attend events, visit schools
and participate in public education initiatives. (August 2026)

Click here to read more


https://publicschoolsfirstnc.org/
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