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Rich Exner, Cleveland.com—Wealthiest districts score best in 2025  

The September 15 Cleveland.com article by Rich Exner graphically shows how family income affects 

student outcomes in school districts. 

It is not a surprise that the 5-star rated districts had the highest median income, and the 2-star rated 

districts had the lowest median income. The star ratings and the income levels follow the same pattern 

from top to bottom. The ratings and median incomes are:  

• 5 stars - $64,073 

• 4.5 stars - $47.245 

• 4 stars - $44,003 

• 3.5 stars - $40,699 

• 3 stars - $38,185 

• 2.5 stars - $35,027 

• 2 stars - $33,2821 

Typically, low-income districts have low property wealth per pupil, which is problematic. Some politicians 

often label low wealth and income districts as “failing” districts. They blame the educators and leaders for 

the lower outcomes. The charter school and voucher schemes were initiated to rescue poor kids from 

“failing districts”. Research indicates that neither charter schools nor private schools improve the test 

scores of students that switch from the public system to private schools or charters.  

A recent state-mandated study indicates that disadvantaged students should be counted by a factor of 

1.47 in the school funding formula. The current compensatory funding of disadvantaged students is much 

less.  

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMWv1Vw7xF5sE6KqMDtjHnNw0OrZDfWY0vBPyff3UHFv-OpxDpllapXdjlLrDcdKZxmJpZCw8AZ-ET5ijcjfuGobcP4Nt7Dlyw-VcjU__DczeDWwFfqNp7LlQoXgbZ5FrDoyIqJGf39_Zqk513wknpZBS3G_GdH2zlSmoKUswWyJswwVHj9qPVbindQjwc_GSTLzkQ1wBqMh1Jq7dVEf7lnqxjzK4Ho1v6O7WM_ojIQ5E5d7x4cUvWFNhgcSYW080phTsq7YVVV7NbSmFRrsRoTEUwXDWGjyh0OdPgutnbEEUUqZUpDniwlJ6uhOZU7YtfacWxlWLwAFWAXDNE8bMAlsUP-LOLGDivyT5H5b9XtVdZw05saAuNBYo_DmZcGhanA/4jy/_33XfBLTSBq3txO3iRyWEg/h1/h001.n1K32h0kQbV53cDE9B6XOxeZjMM_u7bRCKJYQL36s5w

