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When the public common school system falls into the hands of the rich and powerful, what next 

“commons” will fall? 

What other public institutions—shared natural resources, parks, water, public lands, air, society, etc., 

will fall to those with vast wealth? 

Following President Reagan’s hopelessly flawed Nation at Risk report, the rich and powerful began an 

assault of the public common school system.  Hopefully, the American people will awaken to the 

existential threat to the common system and launch a formidable pushback against the opponents of 

society (i.e.) the common good. 

This is important because if the common schools fall, there will be a domino effect on the other public 

institutions. 


